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2010 CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
CIVIL PROTECTION FINANCIAL INSTRUMENT 
FOR PROJECTS ON: 
PREVENTION 
AND 
PREPAREDNESS 
Project title: Raising earthquake Awareness and Coping Children’s Emotions 
Project acronym: RACCE 
The project will be implemented in the following country(ies): Greece, Italy, Bulgaria, France 
Starting date: 01/01/2011 Ending date: 31/12/20012 Duration in months: 24 
COORDINATING BENEFICIARY AND ASSOCIATED BENEFICIARIES 
Name of coordinating beneficiary (CO): University of Crete-Natural History Museum of Crete, Greece 
Name of associated beneficiary (AB1): Natural History Museum of Lesvos Petrified Forest, Greece 
Name of associated beneficiary (AB2): Centro Studi e Formazione Villa Montesca, Italy 
Name of associated beneficiary (AB3): Earthquake Planning and Protection Organisation, Greece 
Name of associated beneficiary (AB4): Centre for Educational Initiatives, Bulgaria 
Name of associated beneficiary (AB5): Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia - sezione di Napoli Osservatorio Vesuviano, Italy 
Name of associated beneficiary (AB6): Association pour la gestion de la Réserve Naturelle Geologique de Haute Provence, France 
PROJECT POLICY AREA / THEME 
Mobilising all players for prevention
SUMMARY OF THE PROJECT
Objectives
Despite other natural disasters, earthquakes are totally unpredictable making the role of prevention more important than any other case. In EU, a huge amount of resources, efforts and actions have been dedicated to the prevention and raising of awareness for the seismic risk, as well as for the elaboration of projects and initiatives to minimize the risks for humans and economy. 

The proposed project is addressed to children, including those with movement disorders, aiming to palliate the emotional burden and help them cope in case of a serious natural hazard (primarily seismic and secondary volcanic) by raising awareness, improving knowledge on earthquakes and simultaneously, educating relative groups (teachers, parents etc.) on the best practices and state of the art responses. 

The objectives of the project are: 

• to identify, share and implement best practices and methodologies gained from previous EU projects and partners activities 
• to study and analyse the needs in each participating country  

• to develop and realize innovative initiatives and actions aiming to raise awareness and increase knowledge of pupils on earthquake and volcanic hazards, including those with movement disorders 
• to train teachers, parents or other relative groups to be able to contribute to children palliation in case of seismic hazard  

• to constantly evaluate actions and outcomes of the project
• to disseminate and share project’s results and outcomes to potential beneficiaries and broader audience on a constant base.
Actions and means involved 
The main actions and means during realisation of project will be: 
Action: Development of a Needs Analysis under which best practices and results of similar initiatives mainly for seismic, but also for volcanic hazard prevention and raise of awareness in younger ages will be studied, evaluated and adapted to the needs of participating countries. 
Mean: Creation of project’s and local expert groups; Desk analyses by all partners on the best practices in raising children awareness on natural disasters and palliation of their emotions, studies on the special needs for every country. 
Action: Development by an expert group to prepare guidelines for the identification of unexpected children emotions or behaviours and palliation responses to children’s depression through edutainment activities in case of Seismic disasters 
Mean: Identification of experts in each country; production of an early version of guidelines on coping children emotions 
Action: Elaboration, with the participation of education experts, of an innovative and mobile experiential Educational Project connected with school curricula which will be addressed to children, aiming to palliate the emotional burden and help them cope in case of a serious seismic hazard, by raising awareness and improving knowledge on earthquakes. Special activities will be dedicated to children with movement disorders. 
Mean: Design and realisation by the coordinator of innovative educational project; translation and realisation by partners in other languages 
Action: Realisation of a Travelling Exhibition to serve information and dissemination purposes, which will include posters and static displays related to seismic and volcanic hazards and coping of unexpected emotions as well as educational material with activities addressed to children that can be lent and used by schools, public institutions and bodies, groups of volunteers, and NGOs. 
Mean: Realization by the coordinator of an exhibition and translation and print by partners in other languages 
Action: realization of a Pilot Implementation Plan in which school units, groups of children with movements disorders, parents and experts will be involved through a training seminar that will be addressed to teachers and parents, pilot implementations of the educational project by school classrooms at museums or other educational centres with suitable infrastructures (like seismic tables or interactive displays/exhibits), as well as through internet. 
Mean: Identification of schools and other groups or experts to be engaged in implementation by all partners; Pilot experiential implementation of educational projects and training on the guidelines of teachers and parents in selected places by each partner; support to the establishment of local voluntary groups. 
Action: Development of an Evaluation Strategy to monitor and evaluate during all phases of project implementation of produced educational projects and activities by participating schools and teachers, as well as other engaged experts or groups. 
Mean: Evaluation plan and sheets development by coordinator; Evaluation reports on products and results during all phases of project implementation by all participants; Final documents and studies. 
Action: Development of a Dissemination Strategy which will incorporate several actions like publications, announcements, press releases, meetings and a web-page to host the results and outcomes of the project and to ensure the constant training and sharing of information. 
Mean: Preparation of the Plan by coordinator; Project web-page, brochure and newsletter by coordinator; publications; Video Dossier; press realises and announcements; meetings; closing meeting in Brussels. 
Expected results 
RACCE project is focused on the effects that mainly earthquake and secondary volcanic disasters, can have on children aiming to palliate their emotions and undesirable behaviours, with special emphasis, for the case of earthquakes, to children with movements disorders. 
The proposed project will have impact in terms of: 
-Increasing the knowledge of public and mainly of children on the earthquake and volcanic risk, the consequences in human and infrastructure resources in case of a disaster in the areas involved, as well as on the best practices, tools and procedures to prevent unexpected results. 
-Offering specialized information on protection and prevention measures to children with movement disorders 
-Raising awareness of intervention operators, teachers and parents on the needs and responses to the emotional overburden and shock of children following a natural disaster, with emphasis on earthquakes 
-Fostering of a collaboration between scientists, trainers, civil protection operators, teachers and parents by elaborating a set of minimal procedures to develop activities and projects to prevent, minimize and cope children’s emotions and behaviours in case of a seismic disaster. 
-Increasing the effectiveness and functioning of museums and educational centres in terms of information and raising of seismic and volcanic hazard awareness with the development of new, innovative products 
-Contributing to the development of a long life learning based activity addressed to children, teachers, parents and civil protection operators on the fields of prevention and cope children’s emotions and behaviours 
The final result of the project is expected to be the establishment of a voluntary network of operators and beneficiaries in the areas involved to constantly share, discuss and apply the outcomes during peace time or in case of an emergency. 
What still needs to be done (which actions will have to be continued or maintained)
RACCE will try to develop tools and networks in four European countries that can act as models for the rest EC in order to offer care and attention on the emotional burden and undesirable behaviors that children can exhibit sooner or later, after a strong earthquake or volcanic eruption. Most of the outcomes will be cited in the project’s web-page in order to be approached by as many as possible beneficiaries and communicate in that way information and experience gained. 

RACCE partners have highlighted with their participation in this proposal their high willing to work together, collaborate, and exchange knowledge and ideas on this crucial topic. The partnership has been carefully built to ensure the effectiveness and the efficiency of the group. Research institutions, together with Civil Protection Actors and experts carry the scientific knowledge, experience and methodologies to study the best practices, evaluate methodologies and analyse the needs in each partner area. Museum and Information centers warranty the transfer of knowledge and interpretation of scientific and volcanic risk information to broader public and children, whereas can elaborate innovative projects and activities at their exhibition halls and infrastructure, training children and adults. The National organization for Earthquake Protection and planning (EPPO) will ensure the agreement of project’s results and outcomes to the National or European guidelines and through its international collaborations will further spread gained experience. The participation also of education related institutions will contribute to the development of the educational activities, their evaluation and finally pilot implementation. Most of the partners have longer collaboration on various topics of education, civil protection, and raising awareness which warrantee also their future collaboration as a network but also the closer interference of their activities and previous products (Edurisk project, PATCH, Euclides etc.) in future. 

The core aim of RACCE is to create the base and the platform to establish local networks of volunteers, teachers and actors of civil protection that can use the tools and the outcomes to contribute, at local or broader level, in case of a seismic or volcanic emergency. Mobile educational pack, Traveling exhibition and web-based outcomes will help continuous sharing of knowledge, practices and information to broader audience and actors. 

During project’s life this will be pursued defining protocol and procedures, singling out the most effective intervention tools, training operators working in different field, exploiting and diffusing the project results and products and creating a virtual meeting space (on-line community) where to share and exchange experiences, material, information, data… 

In particular, at the final part of the project (national workshops, final conference, mass-media involvement etc.), great emphasis will be given to the involvement of local authorities, voluntary groups and mainstreaming organizations (Government Departments, National bodies, Formal Educational authorities, private organizations) most of which have already expressed their interest (see attached letters), by signing protocols and agreements in order to establish an effective cooperation among different actors and to diffuse widely the project contents in specific areas, integrating them in practices and policies. 

In the future, after the end of the project, this aim could be pursued maintaining active the web site (with the online community space and the online courses) and Newsletter, promoting the dialogue between risk management actors and educational actors at local, national and European level and supporting the activities of nationally established networks of stakeholders and voluntary groups through the various activities of the participating organisations. 

However, the strongest testimony for the continuous support of the project’s results derive form the Partner’s institutional activities most of which are addressed to children and raising public awareness and knowledge on various environmental aspects.
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