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LIFE 2 – Teacher Questionnaire (Pre-intervention)
Dear Teacher,

Welcome to the LIFE  Project – Learning Interculturality from Religion. The Erasmus+ funded project explores the topics of culture and religion in schools in eight countries: Italy, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Greece, Ireland, the Netherlands, Spain & Turkey. Your school is participating in this study and we are very grateful for your contribution. This questionnaire explores your experiences and ideas about the topics of Culture and Religion generally and in relation to your teaching. 
Your answers will be anonymous and treated confidential. You are not required to provide your name! Thank you for participating - your ideas and thoughts are very important to us!

Firstly, please provide some information about yourself:

1. Sex:

Female

Male



Other, please specify: _______________________________
2. How long have you been teaching? (Drop down menu - years)
3. Please enter name/code for your school: might be better to leave this open ended so that we can be flexible regarding participating schools
4. What is your nationality/ies?

5. How would you describe your ethnic or cultural background?_________ (Open ended)
6. To which of the Census ethnicity categories do you belong? (needs to be adopted in diff countries – please send on relevant categories for your country – if possible those used in national questionnaires)
[Categories from Irish Census]

White (drop down menu)

Irish

Irish Traveller

Any other White Background

Black or Black Irish 


African


Any other Black Background

Asian or Asian Irish


Chinese


Any other Asian Background

Other, including mixed backgrounds, please write in description _____________________

The next series of questions will ask you to provide some information about your religious affiliation and/or religious or non-religious beliefs as well as your religious/non-religious practice

7. Independently of whether you practice or not would you say you are…

A religious person

Not a religious person

A convinced atheist
Other, please give details ____________________________
Don’t know
8. Do you consider yourself belonging to a religious community (for example a church/temple/mosque)? 

Yes
No 
9. In terms of religious affiliation/belief, how would you describe yourself? Please read the list of religious and non-religious denominations/faiths below and choose one that applies to you: (for all countries to check – can add to this list)

1 Protestant 
2 Roman Catholic 
3 Eastern Orthodox 
4 Islamic 
5 Jewish 
6 Buddhist 
7 Hindu 
8 Church of England
9 Lutheran
10 Presbytarian
11 Anglican 
12 Humanist
13 Atheist

14 Tradition African Religion

15 Sikhism
16 Other (including more than one) – please describe your religious/non-religious belief ______
17 None – I have no particular religious or non-religious belief 
The next questions will explore some of your experiences with diversity in your school.
10. In our school:

· Most teachers are from the same cultural and religious backgrounds

· There is a lot of diversity with regard to teachers’ cultural and religious backgrounds

10.1. Please provide some details about the cultural and religious backgrounds represented in your school’s staff (management, teaching, other): __________________________________
11. In our school:

· Most students are from the same cultural and religious backgrounds

· There is a lot of diversity with regard to students’ cultural and religious backgrounds
11.1. Please provide some details regarding the cultural and religious backgrounds represented among students in your school: __________________________________
12. In our school: (TICK ONE BOX ONLY)

· Students who are close friends are mostly from the same cultural and religious (or non-religious) background

· Most students have close friends from different cultural and religious (or non-religious) backgrounds
13. How well do you feel students treat each other in your school? 

a. Students who are from the same cultural and religious background generally:
· Treat each other very well

· Treat each other well

· Treat each other ok

· Treat each other quite badly

· Treat each other very badly

b. Students who are from different cultural and religious backgrounds generally:
· Treat each other very well

· Treat each other well

· Treat each other ok

· Treat each other quite badly

· Treat each other very badly

13.1. Please provide some details to explain your answers above: _____________________
· Please rate your agreement with the statements below: (Scale: 1 = Totally disagree; 2 = Disagree; 3=Indifferent; 4 = Agree; 5 =Totally agree)
· People should have the right to live how they wish.

· I respect other people’s beliefs and opinions.

· It is important that people have the freedom to live their life as they choose.

· I like to spend time with people who are different from me.

· It is okay for people to live as they wish as long as they do not harm other people.

· Society benefits from a diversity of traditions and lifestyles.
· I respect other people’s opinions even when I do not agree.

· I like people to challenge me to think about the world in a different way.

14. Read each statement below and select the response that best describes your capabilities. Select the answer that best describes you AS YOU REALLY ARE (Scale: 1 = Totally disagree; 2 = Disagree; 3=Indifferent; 4 = Agree; 5 =Totally agree)
Metacognitive Dimension Items (only for info, not part of the survey)

· I am conscious of the cultural knowledge I use when interacting with people with different cultural backgrounds.
· I adjust my cultural knowledge as I interact with people from a culture that is unfamiliar to me

· I am conscious of the cultural knowledge I apply to cross-cultural interactions

· I check the accuracy of my cultural knowledge as I interact with people from different cultures

Cognitive Dimension Items (only for info, not part of the survey)

· I know the legal and economic systems of other cultures

· I know the rules (e.g. vocabulary, grammar) of other languages

· I know the cultural values and religious beliefs of other cultures

· I know the marriage systems of other cultures

· I know the arts and crafts of other cultures

· I know the rules for expressing nonverbal behaviours in other cultures

Motivational Dimension Items (only for info, not part of the survey)

· I enjoy interacting with people from different cultures.

· I am confident that I can socialise with locals in a culture that is unfamiliar to me.

· I am sure I can deal with the stresses of adjusting to a culture that is new to me.

· I enjoy living in cultures that are unfamiliar to me.

· I am confident that I can get accustomed to the shopping conditions in a different culture.
Behavioural Dimension Items (only for info, not part of the survey)

· I change my verbal behaviour (e.g. accent, tone) when a cross-cultural interaction requires it.

· I use pause and silence differently to suit different cross-cultural situations.

· I vary the rate of my speaking when a cross-cultural situation requires it.

· I change my non-verbal behaviour when a cross-cultural situation requires it.

· I alter my facial expressions when a cross-cultural interaction requires it.

Additional items (some items adapted from openness to diversity and challenge scale)

· I would like to learn more about other cultures/religious beliefs/ world views.

· I ask people I meet about their culture/beliefs/world views.

· I have read articles or books about other cultures/religions/world views.

· I would like to attend religious ceremonies of other cultures/religions/world views.

· I talk about culture/religion/world views with friends or family.

· I enjoy learning experiences that make me think about things from a different perspective

· I enjoy having discussions with people whose ideas and values are different from my own
15. With regard to my teaching, I think that… (Scale: 1 = Totally disagree; 2 = Disagree; 3=Indifferent; 4 = Agree; 5 =Totally agree) (adapted from Ballesteros-Moscosio & Fontecha Blanco, 2019)
· Different cultures are studied in my class. 
· We use a non-discriminatory language in class.   
· I promote intercultural interaction in class.
· I promote tolerance in class.  
· I promote respect towards other cultures and religions.
· I am to engage students in intercultural communication in class.

· When doing group work, I encourage students to work with students from other cultures and/or with different religious beliefs.

· I provide opportunities for students to learn how to relate with people from other cultures in class.

· I teach students how to resolve conflict through dialogue in class.

· I know how to relate and communicate with students from different cultural and religious backgrounds efficiently
15.1. Please provide some details regarding pedagogical approaches you have used to promote positive intercultural engagement and learning in your classroom.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

16. The next statements will explore your experiences with and views about religion/philosophies/life and worldviews. Please rate your agreement with each statement. There are no right or wrong answers – we are interested in your personal experiences and views. 

(Scale: 1 = Totally disagree; 2 = Disagree; 3=Indifferent; 4 = Agree; 5 =Totally agree)
· I live strictly according to the rules of my religion/philosophy/life and worldview.
· When having to take an important decision, I am strongly aware of my religion and/or my beliefs.

· In general I feel safe and secure when I encounter other people.

· I want to be on a friendly foot with other people.

· I do not feel threatened by the world around me.

· I can comfortably get along with someone who adheres to norms and values that are different to my own.

· All people should be able to get along with one another, regardless of which norms and values are important to them.

· There are norms and values which should be important to all people, regardless of their own religion/life-views.

· I share particular norms and values with people who adhere to a worldview totally different from my own.

· In my encounters with other people I always adhere to my own norms and values.

· Values and norms which stem from a religion/life and worldview other than my own cannot give direction to my life.

· The values which are important to me, all stem from my religion/worldview.

· I am able to explain the values that are important to me.

· I feel comfortable in the company of people who act in accordance with the rules of their own religion/life-view.

· I think that I am contributing to the wellbeing of others when I tolerate their ideas and beliefs.

We are almost done! This is really important for the project to get to know your perspectives about people who are very different from you. THANK YOU FOR YOUR VALUABLE COLLABORATION
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17. The next statements will continue exploring your experiences with and views about religion/philosophies/life and worldviews. Please rate your agreement with each statement. There are no right or wrong answers – we are interested in your personal experiences and views. 

(Scale: 1 = Totally disagree; 2 = Disagree; 3=Indifferent; 4 = Agree; 5 =Totally agree)
· I have a deep trust in my own beliefs.
· I believe that other people should have the right to their own beliefs, even if I do consider them to be wrong.

· I believe in a society where all people share one and the same set of beliefs.

· I believe that my own religion/worldview is the only correct one.

· I think that people can arrive at the truth only via my religion/worldview. 

· I believe that my own religion/worldview can be enriched through dialogue with other religions/world views.

· I think that people should adhere to principles contained in the holy scriptures of their religion.

· I respect the religious beliefs of people with convictions quite different from mine.

· Based on my own religion/worldview, I feel unhappy with some of the measures taken by Government. 

· I believe that people should trust in one another so that peaceful co-existence can be possible.

· I believe that people should seek ways to overcome their differences 

· I believe that people should respect differences between them. 

· I respect and do not condemn people whose beliefs are different from mine.

· I believe that people who see themselves as belonging to an organised religious grouping are searching for a higher/supernatural power.

· I feel free to respectfully socialise with people who hold beliefs quite different from mine.
Thank you very much for participating in our questionnaire. We are very grateful for your contribution.

18. Please use the space below for any further comments about religion or world views:
____________________________________________________________________


